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Welcome Back! Registration is in the books and we’re ready to go! Thanks to our 
janitors, Mr. Milligan and Mr. Kuder, and their student helpers, Andrew Bleich, Cole 
Lush, and John Massey, our school building looks fantastic. The floors are shiny and 
everything had a good cleaning. It’s ready to welcome back our students and 
teachers. First day for students is Tuesday, August 23rd! 
Falcon First Day Be sure to mark your calendar for Thursday, August 18, from 
8am-1pm, incoming freshmen are introduced to their schedules, their lockers, their 
mentors, many of their teachers and other opportunities that comprise the culture 
of GCMS High School. That evening at 6pm, the annual Back-To-School bash is 
planned for all high school students. Members of the GCMS Board of Education will 
be flipping burgers for us and other activities, including the inflatable obstacle 
course, a climbing wall and a DJ, will be available. Prizes, including a Nook and an 
IPad2 will be given away, too! Mrs. McFerren does an awesome job putting Falcon 
First Day together as well as the freshmen mentor program. Our thanks to the 
GCMS Education Foundation for their assistance in funding First Day.  
College, anyone? Mrs. Nuss, our reading specialist, was recently approved to teach 
a dual credit course for Parkland College. The class is her AP English course and is 
open to juniors and seniors meeting certain criteria. Although students may take 
the AP exam for college credit, the dual credit designation insures students will be 
able to use the course to jumpstart their college transcript.  
Always in need The Red Cross made a visit to GCMS HS last week for a summer 
blood drive. Interact president and senior-to-be Joel Hood organized the blood 
drive and earned our school a $500 scholarship for his hard work! 21 units of blood 
were collected, surpassing the goal by 3 units. Thanks to those who donated and to 
Joel for his efforts.  
Working to the end Mr. Littlefield and FFA members completely revamped the 
Crowley memorial at the south east entrance to the school. The weather had not 
been kind to the trees and plants in the area so before his retirement on June 
30th, Mr. L made sure the grounds were updated and ready for any type of 
weather. The memorial was placed there in 2004 to recognize Charlie and Bernice 
Crowley, two long-time educators in Gibson City.  



Preliminary PSAE reports indicate GCMS juniors made significant gains in all 
testing areas, Reading, Math, and Science. Final and official scores will be available 
in late September but we’re looking good! Rock on, GCMS HS! 
New faces With the retirements of Mr. Littlefield and Mr. Titus and the 
departure of Miss Ordner, we’ll have several new faces in our midst this fall. Miss 
Novotney is the new ag teacher, Mr. Renchen is the new band teacher and Mr. 
Schafer is the new science teacher. Welcome aboard! 
Homecoming Mrs. Nuss and the Student Council have Homecoming plans all mapped 
out. It’s early this year, scheduled for September 12-17. The theme for the week 
is Rock ‘N Roll. Stay tuned for details on activities! 
Touch A Truck The Gibson City Rotary club and the GCMS Interact are working 
together on a Touch A Truck event, this Saturday, 8/13, at the middle school from 
10-2:30pm. Over a dozen different vehicles, including an Army HumVee and 
wrecker, a tractor, an IDOT truck and plow and others will be on display. Interact 
will have a cook out and lemonade shake-ups for sale.  
Silver Cord Although we just started the project June 1st, students have already 
submitted over 300 hours of service work from summertime activities. It’s never 
too late to get started! Email Miss Riley at riley@gcms.k12.il.us for more 
information.  
Booster news The Boosters have partnered with Minerva Sportswear in 
Bloomington to sell custom Falcon wear. Order online by September 1 and get it 
delivered September 16 at the Homecoming football game. Check it out at 
www.minervapromotions.com/gcms/  
Tis the season Fall sports season, that is… Practices officially started Wednesday, 
8/10 and the energy is high. Luckily, Mother Nature is giving our young athletes a 
break in the heat and humidity. You can find sports schedules on the GCMS 
website under the calendar section. Please make an effort to come out to their 
games and support our student athletes! 
Alums in the news 

Justin Kean, ’95, was selected as the new GCMS Elementary principal at a June 
school board meeting. Justin and his wife, the former Erin Boyle, also ’95, have 
three sons and already live in our district. Welcome back, Mr. Kean! 
Casey Cline, ’07, was the subject of a WCIA sports report last Friday night. Casey 
is a senior starting tight end for the ISU Redbirds this season. We’ll be watching 
for him! 
Join us on Facebook! Type in “Gibson City Melvin Sibley Schools” and you’ll find us! 
We update the page with happenings around the district as well as with notices of 
meetings, cancellations, special events and pictures/videos of our students.  



(clockwise) Almost junior, Nick 
Retherford, donating at the blood drive. 
Falcon shirts invade Mt. Rushmore! Mrs. 
Farmer and Mrs. Schaefer at registration. 
Mr. Ertel, Mrs. McFerren, and Holly 
Tompkins working tables at registration. 
The recently re-worked Crowley garden in 
front of the high school. GCMS Falcon 
football. 


