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Student of the Month – Congratulations to Emily Spangler for being selected the 
October Student of the Month. Emily is the daughter of Dr. Mark and Ann Spangler and 
is a very active presence at GCMS. She is a three sport athlete and participates in the 
school music programs.  
And again!  For the fourth time in the last 5 years, GCMS has been recognized by US 
News and World Reports as a bronze school in their annual listing of best high schools. 
The ratings are drawn from three tiers; a school must pass one tier in order to move to 
the next. The three tiers are: test scores are above statistical expectations, 
disadvantaged students perform higher than the state average, and a college-readiness 
index is computed based on available college-level coursework. Data was analyzed from 
over 21,700 schools (many with selective admission policies) in 48 states and 1750 were 
chosen for status designation; there were 100 gold schools, 451 silver schools, and 1189 
bronze schools. The ranking places GCMS in the top 8% of high schools, nationwide. Plain 
and simple, GCMS rocks! 
Senior Inservice – Mrs. McFerren, Mrs. Funk, and Mr. Elder recently organized a senior 
inservice to complement the junior inservice we have in January. It took place Thursday, 
October 6 at the Bible Church and featured several speakers, including Justin Sanchez, 
GCMS ’94; Justin spent 5 years in the Marine Corps after GCMS and now has an MBA 
from Bradley; he is an IT manager for Caterpillar and spoke of the importance of work 
ethic and finding passion in your life and work. The featured speaker was Julie Reynolds, 
executive assistant for Brandt Consolidated, one of the largest crop protection 
businesses in the Midwest. She discussed work place expectations and shared 
experiences from the business world. The seniors also received the results of their 
ASVAB, the Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery they took several weeks ago; it 
gives students an idea of what career aligns with their personal aptitude. It was great 
exposure for the seniors as they get closer to ‘the real world.’ 
Juniors ACT – Our juniors took a practice ACT on Thursday. The information from this 
test assists the faculty in identifying students needing extra help and lets students know 
where they stand according to national norms. All juniors are encouraged to sign up for 
the ACT review class held each spring. More information will be sent home in November. 
Fruits of our labor – 135 students in grades 9-11 who met their goals on the MAP 
(Measure of Academic Progress) test were treated to ice cream sandwiches on Thursday. 



The 35 students who exceeded their goals by at least 10 points were able to enjoy a 
double lunch period that day. The winter round of MAP testing will take place in January.  
And speaking of Brandt… GCMS HS was the recipient of a Brandt Consolidated 
technology grant with the assistance of our local Brandt plant manager, Tom Wurmnest. 
The $2500 Brandt donated bought two sets of student response systems that are 
currently in use by the math and science departments.  
If walls could talk – The next time you visit, take a moment to notice the wall just north 
of the library. This year our School Improvement Team started a “Data Wall.” On this 
wall, student attendance and D/F’s are being tracked. It’s a visual way of letting our 
students know how their classes stack up against one another. As we close in on the end 
of the first quarter, we’ve already seen a decline in the number of D’s and F’s from our 
students! 
Hi Ho Hi Ho, off to work we go – Mr. Elder has 12 seniors enrolled in the Cooperative 
Education Program this year. These students work at area businesses half the day and 
take their usual classes at school the rest of the day. Mr. Elder works with the students 
on workplace attributes, budgeting, and other business aspects.  
Text to help PI – From advisor Judy Weber-Jones: Project Ignition needs your help; 
we’ve entered the AT&T “It Can Wait” challenge. Winning money for our group helps us to 
do more for our kids!! We are competing against other schools to get the most pledges. 
Please help us make a difference and take the pledge via text! Text the words WAIT 116 
to phone number 464 329. Please pass this on to your family and friends. You may only 
text once per phone. Thank you very much for supporting the GCMS Project Ignition 
Team and keeping the roadways safe in Illinois and throughout the country by not texting 
and driving. 
Off to Indy – Seven FFA members and advisor Ms. Novotney are headed to the National 
FFA convention Oct 19-22 in Indianapolis. Over 40,000 FFA’ers from across the nation 
gather for this annual convention which features speakers, workshops, entertainment, 
and tours including National FFA Center. There is a college fair as well as networking with 
agribusiness and college reps. The activities are centered in the Indianapolis Convention 
Center, Conseco Fieldhouse and Lucas Oil Stadium area.  
Living to Share – Chapter FFA officers attended the leadership training school at 
Parkland College recently. As part of their workshop, participants did service work by 
painting rain barrels donated by Coca Cola; these barrels will be sold with proceeds going 
to Special Olympics.  
Help is on the way – The Moyer District Library is starting an after school tutoring 
program on October 17th. If you are or know of an adult willing to volunteer a few hours a 
month, contact the library at 784-5343. The tutoring is aimed at elementary through 
high school students.  



Teachers as students - If you wondered why your student could sleep in on Friday, look 
no further than the parking lot of the GC Bible Church! Faculty from PBL and GCMS 
gathered there for the annual Ford County Institute day. Jim Burgett, a retired 
educator and author, spoke to the combined faculties about teaching and learning. The 
GCMS faculty later heard from Molly Delaney of PBS on the launch a new video service 
directed to schools. While we were all gathered in once place, the first GCMS full faculty 
picture was also taken. Thanks to Mrs. Pool, our Director for Student Services for 
organizing the day. 

Brag about your Falcon! – The Art Club is making custom spirit sticks so you 
can let the world know about your Falcon and all his/her activities. Check out 
the form on the GCMS website to order or contact Mrs. McFerren at 
lidwellk@gcms.k12.il.us 
Magazine drive – The Red Army’s magazine sale is an ongoing effort thanks 

to the internet! If you have a magazine to renew or wish to see what’s available, check 
out www.qsp.com. The prices are generally lower than other advertised subscription rates 
and it helps support the Red Army. Just enter our code 1083795 and we’re credited with 
your purchase. In the past, the Red Army has raised funds for local charities as well 
buying a new scoreboard controller and portable public address system for the school. 
Thanksgiving is coming! The junior parents of the AfterProm committee are once again 
selling Beef House rolls, strawberry jam, and apple butter. Orders will be taken through 
October 21st with delivery on November 16th. Contact one of these junior parents to 
order: Teresa Boma 784-4991 Lee Ann Seymour 784-8639 Jayne Tjardes 784-4170. 
Don’t forget! Please visit the GCMS homepage and take a moment to fill out our survey. 
You’ll find the link on the right side, right underneath our Facebook link. It should take 
just 2-3 minutes of your time and you’ll be entered to win one of four $25 gift cards. The 
contest is open only to GCMS district residents.  
Let’s be safe out there -The Illinois State Police will have the Convincer for seat belt 
safety demonstrations as part of National Teen Driver Safety Week. At halftime of the 
GCMS vs. Fieldcrest football game, Greg Kurtenbach will present a check to Project 
Ignition as a leader school in teen traffic safety.  Fieldcrest and GCMS have teamed 
together to help eliminate distracted driving.  Take the pledge not to text and drive and 
support each schools teen traffic safety program.  The Team also has a billboard they 
designed near County Market thanks to Gibson Area Hospital and Rob Schmitt.  
Power of the press – Have you been noticing all the press our Falcon athletes have 
gotten lately? The News Gazette called Emily Spangler a “player to watch” as the 
‘stalwart’ on our girls’ golf team with sister Katie “nipping at her heels.” The Spanglers 
have helped lead our girls to an undefeated regular season and the HOIC conference 
tournament championship. On 10/4, the NG dubbed the girls one of the top teams in the 



area for the Fall. The girls tied for second place in their regional with a team record of 
337. Their sectional is Monday, 10/13, as they look for a return trip to state. 
Senior Jordan Sizemore was the NG Athlete of the Week on 9/13 for breaking the 
Fisher/GCMS soccer scoring record for goals in a career.  
On 9/21, the NG featured a great story about our girls’ tennis team. It’s unusual for a 
school the size of GCMS to field a team and ours has plenty of talent. Coach Petersen 
gave several shout outs in the article and easily communicated the spirit of the team. 
Senior Lane Ferguson was featured in a Pantagraph article on 9/22, citing his return to 
the football team after missing his junior year to injury. 
Our Falcon football team is still in the hunt for an 8th consecutive trip to the IHSA 
playoffs. Tune in and follow our Falcons! 
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