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Student of the Month – Congratulations to Mikayla Woodward on her selection as 

January student of the month. We rarely see Mikayla without a camera in hand and she 

has been a significant contributor to the yearbook and Project Ignition. She has been a 4 

year member of the golf team and is also active in Interact. Mikayla is the daughter of 

Link and Angie Woodward.  

‘Tis the season – for the HOIC tournament. Our girls are seeded 5th in the 13 team field 

and look to make some noise in the annual competition. Both boys and girls start 

tournament play on Saturday, 1/14. 

The sounds of music – Miss Broaddus and over 50 students have started rehearsal for 

the spring musical, Thoroughly Modern Mille. Mark your calendars for March 9 and 10; it’s 
always a good showcase of GCMS talent! 

ACT FAQs – The ACT prep class kicks off on Sunday, 1/15 with a pretest. Over the 

course of 8 weeks, these juniors get intensive instruction on reading, math and science in 

preparation for the ACT given in late April.  

Junior Inservice – Now in its fourth year, the juniors will be at the Bible Church on 

Thursday, Jan 26th to hear from college and career representatives. They will also start 

the scheduling process for their senior year and have a round table with several GCMS 

alums to discuss “What I wish I knew then…” 

COMPASS - In preparation for the junior inservice, Parkland College will be at GCMS on 

January 17th to administer the COMPASS test, Parkland’s placement exam. In the past, 

this test has shown that over 1/3 of GCMS students are ready for college level classes as 

HS juniors! The results often open the eyes of students and it also gives our faculty an 

indication of where we may need to refocus instruction.  

Welcome aboard! This Thursday, 1/12, our 8th graders will spend the day at the high 

school. They’ll start off by taking the EXPLORE test, part of the ACT family of tests 

that gives an indication of strengths and weaknesses and is used as a scheduling aide. 

They’ll eat with the high school students and spend the afternoon listening to our 

students discuss the activities and expectations of the high school. They’ll also take part 

in presentations by several of our vocational teachers since student choice of electives 

expand significantly at the high school level. 

Looong weekend – This Friday, 1/13, students will dismiss at 11:40 so the faculty can 

attend a workshop at ISU. Todd Whittaker, a veteran educator, will speak to teachers at 



the annual HOIC Professional Development Institute. There is no school Monday to honor 

the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Trivial information – The GCMS Education Foundation will host their annual trivia contest 

on Sunday, 1/15, at 2pm in the elementary cafeteria. Teams of 6-12 players will compete 

for monetary prizes and all proceeds benefit the Foundation. No pre-registration is 

necessary but more information is available from Kelly Borton (784-5517) or Jim Killian 

(784-8225). 

New home – The GCMS Unit Office has officially moved to the former Moyer Library 

building. Several high school students assisted before Christmas break by moving boxes 

from the grade school attic to their new home in the basement of the unit office. This 

material included student records dating back to the 1880’s in all the country schools 

which once dotted our district.  

MAP testing – The winter series of MAP tests are taking place this week. New laws 

require that schools use a growth model to track student achievement and MAP is one of 

the instruments GCMS uses. The students have been given individual growth targets and 

rewards will be distributed at the end of the month. 

Return engagement – The Board of Education has given our senior class permission to 

take their senior trip to Joplin, MO. They will be working with different relief agencies 

to clean up and rebuild as Joplin continues to recover from the F-5 tornado that ripped 

through the area in May, 2011. Several area organizations have contributed to the class 

to defray expenses of the trip. The students will be leaving school on Wednesday, March 

28th and returning Saturday, March 31st.  

Working world- Mr. Elder reports that co-op applications will be available on January 

17th. Our co-op program is an excellent way for students to gain work experience while 

learning business and personal organization concepts. If you have a junior interested in 

the co-op experience, contact Mr. Elder at eldern@gcms.k12.il.us for information.  

Safe driving news – Several OTSD (Operation Teen Safe Driving) students spent time 

before New Years putting yellow stickers on area businesses to discourage the sale and 

use of alcohol to/by minors. With the help of several area businesses, they also 

sponsored a child safety seat check on Dec 20th at the Gibson City police department. 

Illinois State Police brought “The Convincer” to PE classes in December to show students 

the physical impact of a crash at 7mph and drive home the importance of seat belts. 

Students were also able to try the Fatal Vision goggles that replicate the visual 

impairment caused by alcohol.  

GCMS Night at the Blaze – On Sunday, Feb 12, the Bloomington Blaze will host GCMS at 

their hockey game. The GCMS band and chorus will be performing, faculty will be selling 

50/50 tickets and intermission contests will be held featuring Coach Tompkins and Coach 

Allen. Tickets will be available through GCMS for group seating. The puck drops at 4:15 so 

stay tuned for more information on how your family can be a part of GCMS Night! 



 

 

Beth Kaufmann readies for The Convincer while Mrs. Jones poses with 2nd quarter driver award 

winners, Hannah Zalaker, Paige Cowell, Jared Davis, Bryan Medler, and Dustin Swallow. Below, OTSD 

students are pictured with Officer Rosendahl and Mayor Dickey as they display their yellow warning 

stickers. At right, OTSD at the child safety seat check.   
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