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Student of the Month – Congratulations to Sydni Meunier for being selected the May Student 
of the Month. Sydni is a multi-sport athlete at GCMS and is the defending state champion in 
the 800M and 1600M runs. A class valedictorian, she is a member of the National Honor 
Society, Interact and is a class officer. The daughter of Mike and Patty Meunier, Sydni has 
accepted a scholarship to the University of Notre Dame where she will study Biology while 
participating in track and cross country.  

The Highnesses – Remember to bow reverently when you see JJ Gardner or 
Jayme Nettleton as they were voted Prom king and queen by their peers. The 
dinner and dance were held at the Bone Student Center on the campus of ISU. 
The room was elegant and the food, delicious! Huge thanks to Mrs. Nuss and Ms 
Kirkpatrick for their expert engineering of the event. Additional thanks to 
junior class parents, especially Ann Spangler and Sharon Pool for their 
assistance in making the night an occasion to remember.  

PROMising – Thanks to IDOT, GCMS faculty donned black PROM 
shirts asking students to Please Return On Monday. IDOT also 
provided PROM key chains, lanyards, and other goodies for juniors 
and senior through our Teen Safe Driving chapter.  
‘Tis the season – for honors and awards! The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) awards are given to a senior for display of scholarship, 
patriotism and service. For the class of 2012, the winners are Emily Spangler and Joel Hood. 
These and many other awards and scholarships will be presented at the annual senior awards 
day on Monday, May 21st at 1pm in the HS gym.  
Painting a blue streak! – That same Emily Spangler won 1st place and a $100 savings bond for 
her artwork submitted to the Illinois First Amendment poster contest. Sophomore Emily Elder 
received second place and a $100 savings bond for her entry into the Illinois Alcohol Awareness 
poster contest. Sophomore David Ricks submitted the winning design for next year’s GCMS 
Student Handbook cover. Our art students also displayed work at the Robert Morris College 
Art Show as well as at the Illinois Congressional Art Show. At the HOIC Arts Festival, 23 of 50 
pieces received honors, including 7 first place ribbons. You can check out all of our artists’ 
efforts at the annual Spring Art Show. Artwork will be on display in the front lobby area May 
8th -10th during school hours and the evening of the 10th at the Spring Band Concert. 
Speaking of… - What would Spring be without a few music concerts? The choral concert, under 
the direction of Ms. Broaddus, is scheduled for Thursday, May 3rd at 7:30pm in the HS gym. 
The 6th grade, 7/8, Chamber, and HS Concert choirs will be performing. The band concert, 
under the direction of Mr. Renchen, will be Thursday, May 10 at 7:30pm, also in the HS gym. 
The 5th grade, 6th grade, 7/8, Jazz and Symphonic bands will be performing.  



Fun and games – Each year, the seniors in PE celebrate Spring with a trip to the Challenge 
Course at Allerton Park, near Monticello. Mr. Lewis and 
Ms. Hussey organize the trip that emphasizes team 
building, strategy and lots of fun.  
Two for the price of one! – That’s what Mr. Elder and 
wife Taunya received when twin girls Hadley and Harper 
entered the world on Tuesday, April 10th. They each 
weighed in at 7+ lbs; everybody is happy and healthy! 
Congratulations to the Elders and to siblings Kyra and 
Jace on the new additions.  
Bon Voyage – Mr. Elder will be leaving GCMS after the 
school year ends to be this region’s System Director of the Education for Employment office in 
Champaign.  
PDS at GCMS – ISU’s Department of Education has partnered with our Heart of Illinois 
conference to be host schools for their Professional Development School (PDS) interns. PDS 
interns spend several hours a day at their site school during the fall semester and then have 
the traditional student teaching experience in the spring semester. PDS interns take part in 
school activities and ISU touts that they have a 95% placement rate upon graduation. This year, 
Ms. Ozier interned with Miss Riley in the math department and was a great addition to our 
school. Next year, Mr. Bielfeldt, Mrs. Funk, and Mrs. Wade are all slated to host PDS interns.  
Thoughts, please – our annual Needs Assessment Survey is on our website and we encourage 
you to take a few minutes and let us know how we’re doing. The link can be found on the right 
hand side of our GCMS homepage, www.gcms.k12.il.us.  

Hammering all day long – Mr. Mackinson and his 
construction class are busy with another garden 
shed. The gable roof shed measures 10’ x 16’ and 
includes a storage loft, double doors and a window.  
This is their second shed this year and their 
woodworking skills are growing with each project.  
Fill ‘er up! – Interact’s Spring blood drive is 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 9th from 9am-2pm in 
the HS gym. In return for the students’ efforts, 
the Red Cross generously donates a scholarship to a 
college bound GCMS senior. Our goal is 35 units. 

Although it is not advertised to the public, anyone is welcome to donate at the school’s drive.  
Down to the Core – The Common Core Standards, new learning standards adopted, so far, by 
45 of the 50 states, will be driving our curriculum and student achievement decisions starting 
this fall. To assist our faculty in adapting our curriculum to the new standards, the Board of 
Education recently dedicated funds for five professional development days this summer. The 
teachers will work in grade level or subject area teams to create lesson plans and assessments 
that are matched to the core. From the IL State Board of Ed website: “The new standards aim 
to provide clear, consistent academic benchmarks with “fewer, clearer and higher” academic 
standards for essential learning and skills.”  



Testing, testing – Our juniors recently completed the PSAE exam… whew! The Prairie State 
Achievement Exam is a two day test for all high school juniors in the state of Illinois. The PSAE 
is composed of two parts, the ACT and the WorkKeys test. The tests were given two days last 
week at the Gibson City Bible Church. After their first day of testing, the juniors were treated 
to lunch by chef Mr. Lindy and enjoyed an afternoon of recreational activities. The second day 
of testing was much shorter and the students reported back for their afternoon classes. 
Individual ACT scores will be released in 6-8 weeks while the aggregate data usually isn’t known 
until fall. Last year, over 70% of GCMS students met or exceeded standards. 
All rise – Judge Stephen Pacey recently spoke to Mr. Tompkin’s 
Sociology class on their 4th Amendment rights, protecting them 
from illegal search and seizure. Mr. Allen and senior Zach Kirby 
used a skit to illustrate to the students how the Supreme Court 
has interpreted the 4th Amendment as it applies in public 
schools. Judge Pacey’s presentation was part of the Illinois 
Judges’ Association’s ‘Courtroom in the Classroom’ program.  
Caring for the young – The GCMS mentor program, entering its 
4th year, connects incoming freshmen with juniors and seniors who assist them in the 
adjustment to high schools. The program has been highly successful in reducing the number of 
academic issues for the freshmen. To prepare the next crop, Mrs. McFerren, the program’s 
coordinator, is hosting a training program in May for those students interested in serving as 
mentors. Each year, approximately 25 students give of their time and talents to help our 
incoming freshmen. 
Service above self – In the inaugural year of the Silver Cord program, students have amassed 
over 1800 hours of service. At Senior Awards day later this month, at least eleven seniors are 
expected to be given their silver cords, to be worn with the graduation gowns. The cords signify 
that each student has given 300 hours of service to their school or communities in their high 
school career. These hours are prorated in the first years of the program. More information on 

the program can be found on the ‘GCMS Interact’ Facebook 
page.  
Ag in the classroom – On Friday, May 5th, the GCMS FFA will 
play host to our 5th grade students during Ag Safety Day at the 
Gibson City Bible Church. The students learn about farm 
equipment, chemicals and the importance of paying close 
attention on the road.  
Line ‘em up – Term paper topics were a hot item at GCMS a few 
weeks ago. It’s not just anything that will bring out high school 
students at 6am but getting your first choice for a topic is 
prime motivation. Shown here is Mr. Krogmeier, Composition II 
instructor, with a hallway full of students well before school 
started. Term paper season ends May 7th! 
Money maker – Senior Andy Bleich was the winner of the 
Chamber of Commerce essay contest, “Why Shop Local.” The 



contest was a kickoff to the city’s ‘Buy Local’ campaign. For his efforts, Andy took home $100 in 
Gibson Bucks.  
Speaking of drive… Have you been watching the Sports page? Our girls’ track team captured 
the HOIC/McLean Co. track championships with several school and/or meet records. We will 
host an IHSA girls’ track sectional on Friday, May 11. We’re also hosting an IHSA softball 
regional during the week of May 14th. Although seeds haven’t been set, with ISU signee Regan 
Romshek and McKendree signee Katie Bowen, the Lady Falcons look to contend for a regional 
title.  
PI with a big guy – Project Ignition members entertained 
Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood at the National 
Service Learning conference last month in Minneapolis. 
Secretary LaHood took a run on the distracted driving 
simulator. Our team also gave a 90 minute presentation on 
our local efforts to reduce teen driving accidents and 
fatalities. Additionally, PI students were involved in the 
Ford Motor Company Driving Skills for Life simulator in 
late April in Chicago.  
More school – Several faculty and staff will be using their summer to continue their education. 
Mr. Lindy recently completed requirements for a Superintendency endorsement. Working on 
first or second master’s degrees this summer are Mr. Allen, Mr. Augspurger, Mr. Bielfeldt, Mr. 
Elder, Mrs. Nuss, Miss Riley, and Mr. Tompkins. Additionally, Ms. Kirkpatrick will be working on a 
Transition Specialist certificate while Ms. Rodriguez and Mrs. Sullins are working on their 
bachelor degrees.  
Workin’ with the best – We recently heard that Mr. Allen, our Athletic Director and Dean of 
Students, was nominated as administrator of the year at The Illinois Wrestling Coaches & 
Officials Association annual banquet. Our own Jay McDevitt (2006) was also nominated for 
newsman of the year for his sports coverage. Jay is a sportswriter for the Bloomington 
Pantagraph and Gibson City Courier. 

Friend of education – Mrs. Thomason, a familiar face as a 
substitute teacher and tutor, was recently given the Friend of 
Education award by the GCMS Education Association at the IEA 
Region banquet in Urbana. Mrs. Thomason is always cheerful as she 
communicates her enthusiasm for education to our students. She is 
often found working with students before and after school and no 
subject is too much for her to tackle! We’re really lucky to have 

her services at GCMS! 
Marathon man – Senior Joel Hood and brother Adam (2005) braved the 
elements and took part in the recent Christie Clinic - Illinois half marathon. 
Mr. Willis, one of our district tech guys, also completed the 13.1 mile run. 
Sophomores Ross Royal and Abby McNutt trained for the 5k but illness 
forced them to back out of the race. Regardless, thumbs up to these young 
people for their inner drive and motivation! 



Alums making the grade – Jacob Dickey (2011) was named to the list of “20 Exceptional FFA 
All-Stars” by WYXY 99.1 FM. Jacob was actually the top student, chosen from among 530 
applicants in East Central Illinois and West Central Indiana. He’s currently the Section 17 
president and has been tapped to run for state office this summer. Jacob, a freshman in the U 
of I-Parkland Pathways program, will receive his American Farmer degree, the highest FFA 
award, later this year.  
End of the road – As the year ends, we traditionally edit the newsletter recipient list to 
reflect only current students. If your student is graduating but you (or someone you know) 
would like to continue receiving the newsletter, just reply to the gcmshs@gmail.com address 
and we’ll keep you on our list! 
 
Dates to remember – A summary of end of year dates: 

• Wednesday, May 9, 9am-2pm, Interact Blood Drive 
• Friday, May 11, Girls’ Track Sectional at GCMS 
• Wed-Sat, May 16-19, Girls’ softball regional at GCMS 
• Sunday, May 20, 7pm, Baccalaureate at Gibson City Bible Church 
• Monday, May 21, 1pm, Senior awards assembly, GCMS HS gym 
• Wed-Thur, May 23-24, final exams 
• Friday, May 25, no school – Teacher Institute 
• Sunday, May 27, 3pm, Graduation, GCMS HS gym 
• Monday, May 28, no school - Memorial Day 
• Tuesday, May 29, last day, 9:20am dismissal 

 
 

 
A display of HOIC Art Show award winners  PI at Ford Driving Skills at US Cellular Field 

 


